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vote No. 200, the motion to invoke clo-
ture on the nomination of Noel J. 
Francisco, of the District of Columbia, 
to be Solicitor General of the United 
States. Had I been present, I would 
have voted nay. 

Mr. President, I was unavoidably ab-
sent for rollcall vote No. 201, on the 
nomination of Noel J. Francisco, of the 
District of Columbia, to be Solicitor 
General of the United States. Had I 
been present, I would have voted nay. 

Mr. President, I was unavoidably ab-
sent for rollcall vote No. 202, the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on the nomina-
tion of William J. Emanuel, of Cali-
fornia, to be a Member of the National 
Labor Relations Board. Had I been 
present, I would have voted nay.∑ 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE OF-
FICE OF THE CHIEF MASTER 
SERGEANT OF THE AIR FORCE 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, Sep-
tember 18, 2017, was the 70th anniver-
sary of the U.S. Air Force. Since its in-
ception, it has repeatedly proven that 
it is indeed the finest air force in the 
world. 

Among the greatest strengths of the 
U.S. Air Force is its enlisted corps, 
which is recognized worldwide as being 
comprised of the best educated, best 
trained, best motivated, and most dedi-
cated men and women of any air force 
anywhere. 

The office of the Chief Master Ser-
geant of the Air Force was created in 
1967 based in large measure on strong 
advocacy by the Air Force Association 
and has been filled by 18 brilliant lead-
ers, including the present Chief Master 
Sergeant of the Air Force, Kaleth O. 
Wright. 

The U.S. Air Force core values of 
‘‘Integrity First, Service Before Self, 
and Excellence in All We Do’’ are em-
bodied in the office of the Chief Master 
Sergeant of the Air Force, in the Air 
Force enlisted corps, and in all men 
and women serving in the U.S. Air 
Force. 

The Senate Air Force Caucus joins 
the Air Force Association and airmen 
worldwide in celebrating the 50th anni-
versary of the creation of the Office of 
the Chief Master Sergeant of the Air 
Force. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL BARRY GASDEK 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor retired LTC Barry Gasdek of 
Laramie, WY, for his decades of past 
and present service to our country, the 
sacrifices he has made, and to com-
memorate his recent naming as com-
mander of Region III of the Military 
Order of the Purple Heart. 

A man of distinction, heroism, and 
continuous achievement, Mr. Gasdek is 
a supremely decorated veteran, having 
been awarded the Distinguished Serv-
ice Cross, the Silver Star, five Bronze 
Stars, the Soldier’s Medal, 17 Air Med-
als, and two Purple Hearts, among 

other awards. Mr. Gasdek earned these 
Purple Hearts during his service in 
Vietnam for wounds he sustained under 
heavy enemy fire and explosives. It was 
once said by his commander that Mr. 
Gasdek was a ‘‘magnet’’ for enemy fire, 
but this didn’t stop him from charging 
forward to protect his men and give 
them the leadership they needed when 
they found themselves right in the 
thick of it. 

It is clear to anyone who knows Mr. 
Gasdek that he is an outstanding 
American veteran, and his valor has 
not gone unnoticed. I congratulate Mr. 
Gasdek for his achievement with the 
Military Order of the Purple Heart and 
wish him the very best with his contin-
ued work helping Wyoming veterans in 
need. 

Thank you. 
f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO SABRINA LIANG 
∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Sabrina for 
her hard work as an intern in my 
Washington, DC, office. I recognize her 
efforts and contributions to my office, 
as well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Sabrina is a native of California. She 
currently attends Wellesley College, 
where she is studying political science. 
She has demonstrated a strong work 
ethic, which has made her an invalu-
able asset to our office. The quality of 
her work is reflected in her great ef-
forts over the last several months. 

I want to thank Sabrina for the dedi-
cation she has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to 
have her as part of our team. I know 
she will have continued success with 
all of her future endeavors. I wish her 
all my best on her next journey.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TYLER SMITH 
∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Tyler 
Smith for his hard work as an intern in 
my Washington, DC, office. I recognize 
his efforts and contributions to my of-
fice, as well as to the State of Wyo-
ming. 

Tyler is a native of Illinois. He is a 
graduate of Indiana University, where 
he studied public affairs. He has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic, which 
has made him an invaluable asset to 
our office. The quality of his work is 
reflected in his great efforts over the 
last several months. 

I want to thank Tyler for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his journey.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALISON CHEPERDAK 
∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize the hard work of my Com-

merce, Science, and Transportation 
committee intern Alison Cheperdak. 
Alison hails from Hopkinton, MA, and 
is in her third year at George Wash-
ington University Law School. 

While interning on the Commerce 
Committee, Alison assisted the Con-
sumer Protection, Product Safety, In-
surance, and Data Security. She is a 
dedicated worker who was committed 
to getting the most out of her intern-
ship. I extend my sincere thanks and 
appreciation to Alison for all of the 
fine work she did for the committee 
and wish her continued success in the 
years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COMMAND SERGEANT 
MAJOR BRUNK W. CONLEY 

∑ Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I want to 
take a few minutes today to thank my 
friend Brunk Conley and to honor his 
long and distinguished career as he re-
tires from the Oregon National Guard. 

After more than 35 years of service to 
the Oregon Guard, the State of Oregon, 
and the United States—including his 
most recent position as the 10th Com-
mand Sergeant Major of the Army Na-
tional Guard—he has certainly earned 
it. 

Brunk, as we call him in Oregon, en-
listed in December of 1981 and com-
pleted both airborne and ranger schools 
soon after his basic training. He dem-
onstrated an early talent for leader-
ship, and it wasn’t long before he was 
being selected for command. 

He deployed to Iraq with Oregon’s 
41st Infantry Brigade Combat Team in 
2003 as command sergeant major of the 
162nd Infantry’s 2nd Battalion and to 
Afghanistan in 2006, after being se-
lected as command sergeant major of 
the 41st. 

Between those overseas deployments, 
he served in New Orleans as part of the 
relief effort following Hurricane 
Katrina, helping to provide stability 
and support to Americans in desperate 
need of both. 

Anybody who knows Brunk knows 
that he has been tireless in his pursuit 
of excellence and has served as an ex-
ample to his colleagues in the Oregon 
Guard and elsewhere. 

During his service in uniform, he 
earned a Bronze Star, Meritorious 
Service Medal, and Oregon Distin-
guished Service Medal. 

Now I have always believed in the 
principle that friends don’t filibuster 
friends, so I will not read the long list 
of Brunk’s awards and commendations 
here, but let me tell you how pleased I 
was to learn in 2012 that Brunk had 
been promoted from command sergeant 
major of the Oregon National Guard to 
command sergeant major of the entire 
Army National Guard. 

As the most senior enlisted member 
of the Army National Guard, Brunk 
made sure Army National Guard lead-
ers took the needs of enlisted guards-
men into account and worked with his 
Active Duty counterparts to ensure 
policies made sense from a total Army 
perspective. 
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It was a pleasure and a privilege of 

mine to work with him here in Wash-
ington over these past few years, par-
ticularly on issues like tuition bene-
fits, which he rightly championed. 

Brunk’s dedication to the troops 
under his command was legendary, and 
during his 2012 promotion ceremony, he 
said, ‘‘I want it to be clear that in my 
mind there is nobody more important 
than the Citizen-Soldier [ . . . ] we live 
and breathe to support the Citizen-Sol-
dier.’’ 

Before I finish, I want to point out 
that Brunk sprung his retirement on 
everybody, announcing it on his 
Facebook account. In true Brunk fash-
ion, he noted that nobody celebrated 
when he joined the Guard, and so he 
didn’t see a need to celebrate anything 
now. 

This is the only time I can remember 
disagreeing with Brunk’s assessment, 
and so it is my distinct honor to add 
my name to the long list of those who 
want to celebrate his career. 

I wish Brunk, his wife, Laura, and 
their five sons many happy years to-
gether, and I join the rest of Oregon in 
thanking him for his dedication to our 
National Guard, our State, and our Na-
tion.∑ 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–2840. A communication from the Acting 
Administrator of the Specialty Crops Pro-
gram, Agricultural Marketing Service, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Tart Cherries Grown in the States of Michi-
gan, New York, Pennsylvania, Oregon, Utah, 
Washington, and Wisconsin; Modification of 
Allocation of Assessments’’ (Docket No. 
AMS–SC–16–0104) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on September 13, 
2017; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–2841. A communication from the Acting 
Administrator of the Specialty Crops Pro-
gram, Agricultural Marketing Service, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Cotton Board Rules and Regulations: Ad-
justing Supplemental Assessment on Imports 
(2017 Amendments)’’ (Docket No. AMS–SC– 
17–0003) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on September 13, 2017; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–2842. A communication from the Coun-
sel, Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Home 
Mortgage Disclosure (Regulation C)’’ 
(RIN3170–AA64 and RIN3170–AA76) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
September 13, 2017; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2843. A communication from the Assist-
ant Attorney General, Office of Legislative 
Affairs, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report on the De-
partment’s activities during calendar year 
2016 relative to the Equal Credit Opportunity 
Act; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2844. A communication from the Chair 
of the Board of Governors, Federal Reserve 
System, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port entitled ‘‘Annual Report to Congress on 
the Presidential $1 Dollar Coin Program’’; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–2845. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report relative to the des-
ignation for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism all funding 
(including the rescission of funds) and con-
tributions from foreign governments so des-
ignated by the Congress in the Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2018 and Supplemental 
Appropriations for Disaster Relief Require-
ments Act, 2017, pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as 
amended, for the enclosed list of accounts; to 
the Committee on the Budget. 

EC–2846. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report relative to the des-
ignation as an emergency requirement all 
funding (including the rescission of funds) so 
designated by the Congress in the Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2018 and Supple-
mental Appropriations for Disaster Relief 
Requirements Act, 2017, pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as 
amended, for the enclosed list of accounts; to 
the Committee on the Budget. 

EC–2847. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, Office of Protected Resources, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘En-
dangered and Threatened Species; Designa-
tion of Critical Habitat for the Endangered 
New York Bight, Chesapeake Bay, Carolina 
and South Atlantic Distinct Population Seg-
ments of Atlantic Sturgeon and the Threat-
ened Gulf of Maine Distinct Population Seg-
ment of Atlantic Sturgeon’’ (RIN0648–BF48) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on September 13, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2848. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Office of Strategic Oper-
ations and Regulatory Affairs, Department 
of Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Adjustment of Civil Monetary Penalties for 
Inflation; Correcting Amendment’’ (RIN0991– 
AC0) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on September 14, 2017; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–2849. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 
Act, the certification of a proposed license 
for the export of firearms and accessories 
abroad controlled under Category I of the 
United States Munitions List of semi-auto-
matic rifles, semi-automatic pistols, and 
magazines to Peru in the amount of $1,000,000 
or more (Transmittal No. DDTC 17–031); to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–2850. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 
Act, the certification of a proposed license 
for the export of firearms and accessories 
abroad controlled under Category I of the 
United States Munitions List of semi-auto-
matic rifles, semi-automatic pistols, and 
magazines to Peru in the amount of $1,000,000 
or more (Transmittal No. DDTC 17–031); to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–2851. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 

Act, the certification of a proposed license 
for the export of firearms and accessories 
abroad controlled under Category I of the 
United States Munitions List of various ma-
chine guns and spare barrels to the United 
Arab Emirates in the amount of $1,000,000 or 
more (Transmittal No. DDTC 16–117); to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–2852. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Legisla-
tive Affairs, Department of State, transmit-
ting, pursuant to the Arms Export Control 
Act, the certification of a proposed transfer 
of major defense equipment relative to the 
transfer of 50,000 M107 artillery rounds from 
the Republic of Korea to the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia in the amount of $60,000,000 or 
more; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–2853. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report relative to the interdiction 
of aircraft engaged in illicit drug trafficking; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–2854. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to Executive Order 13313 of July 31, 2003, 
a semiannual report detailing telecommuni-
cations-related payments made to Cuba pur-
suant to Department of the Treasury li-
censes; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–2855. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulatory Affairs, 
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Adjustment of Civil Pen-
alties’’ (RIN1212–AB33) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on September 
14, 2017; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–2856. A communication from the Assist-
ant Attorney General, Office of Legislative 
Affairs, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
settlements and consent decrees and orders; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–2857. A communication from the Assist-
ant Attorney General, Office of Legislative 
Affairs, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
settlements and consent decrees and orders; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–2858. A communication from the Assist-
ant Attorney General, Office of Legislative 
Affairs, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
settlements and consent decrees and orders; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–2859. A communication from the Assist-
ant Attorney General, Office of Legislative 
Affairs, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
settlements and consent decrees and orders; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–2860. A communication from the Chair, 
Federal Election Commission, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to its 
budget request for fiscal year 2019; to the 
Committee on Rules and Administration. 

EC–2861. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of Managing Director, 
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Report and Order and Further No-
tice of Proposed Rulemaking’’ (FCC 17–111) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on September 15, 2017; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 
The following petition or memorial 

was laid before the Senate and was re-
ferred or ordered to lie on the table as 
indicated: 
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